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The American Revolution from a British Perspective,
1763-1783
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“The importance of these pamphlets has been long appreciated and the richness of their contents suspected but
heretofore they have not all been readily accessible and some have been virtually unknown”
Colin Bonwick and Thomas R. Adam, University of Keele and Brown University, R.1.
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% Containing 83,627 pages belonging to 93 documents housed in 11 volumes
(Contributor: Various)
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Pamphlets for the Years, 1763-1764

These items cover the rights accorded to the church in 1763, both with regard to the Charter granted to the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and concerning the Church of England’s claims upon the
American Fishery. The Papers from 1764 continue the focus upon the rights accorded to the church;
however, they also include items regarding the trade and rights of the North American Colonies.

Pamphlets for the Years, 1765-1766

Commencing with a discussion upon taxing the colonies in 1765, these pamphlets these pamphlets then
gain an increasing focus upon the controversial Stamp Act itself. Some of the more unusual pamphlets
contained herein include: “The Charters of the following Provinces of North America; Viz. Virginia,
Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Pensylvania, Massachusett's Bay, and Georgia” [sic], [Maseres ,
Francis] (1766) “Considerations on the Expediency of Procuring an Act of Parliament For the Settlement of
the Province of Quebec”, and [Ray, Nicholas] (1766) The Importance of The Colonies of North America,
and the Interest of Great Britain with regard to them, Considered. Reflexions on Representation in
Parliament: Being an Attempt to shew the Equity and Practicability, not only of establishing a more equal
Representation throughout Great Britain, but also of admitting the Americans to a Share in the Legislature.

Pamphlets for the Years, 1767-1768

The years 1767 and 1768 see an increased focus on lobbying Britain to change her mind about taxing the
U.S. From a poem inscribed to the Royal Family, to an examination of Dr Benjamin Franklin before an
Honourable Assembly, John Dickinson’s “Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania, to the Inhabitants of The
British Colonies”, and “The Englishman Deceived, A Political Piece: Wherein some very important Secrets
of State are briefly recited” the goal of getting the tax repealed is evident.
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Pamphlets for the Years, 1783-1784

These items fit into two core categories, the former is pamphlets that relate to Northern American
Independence including treaties that consolidate that independence; the latter category is reflections upon
the gain of Independence for America and its consequences. Historically significant items include John
Adams’ “History of The Dispute With America; From Its Origin In 17547, “A Full and Faithful Report of
The Debates In Both Houses of Parliament on the Articles of Peace”, “A Circular Letter From George
Washington Commander In Chief of The Armies of The United States of America...” and the “Definitive
Treaty Between Great Britain and The United Provinces” of 1784.
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https://microform.digital/boa/collections/66/volumes/441/pamphlets-for-the-years-1765-1766

