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Drawing on an original data set of interventions and wars from 1945 to the
current day, as well as numerous short case studies, Richard Ned Lebow offers
a novel account of their origins and outcomes — one that emphasises miscal-
culation, failure to conduct meaningful risk assessments, and cultural and po-
litical arrogance. In a successive work to Why Nations Fight (2010), he ex-
plains why initiators routinely lose militarily and politically when they resort
to force, as well as accounting for why the great powers, in particular, have
not learned from their failures. Lebow offers both type- and region-specific
forecasts for the future likelihood of interventions and wars. His account re-
veals the inapplicability of theories nested in the realist and rationalist para-
digms to the study of war. He argues what is needed instead is an “irrationalist” theory, and he
takes the initial steps in this direction.

e [Features an original and comprehensive data set of 88 post-1945 interventions and wars, on
which the book's claims are based. The full data set is included in an appendix

e Highlights and answers the seeming paradox of why initiators lose most of the wars and inter-
ventions they start due to serious miscalculations and failure to conduct proper risk analysis

e Offers nuanced and type-specific (rather than general) predictions and forecasts about the future
use of force in international affairs
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