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Founded in 1478 and not permanently abolished until 1834, the
Spanish Inquisition has always been a notorious institution in his-
tory as an engine of religious and racial persecution. Yet, Spaniards
themselves did not create its legal processes or its theoretical mis-
sion, which was to reconcile heretics to the Catholic Church. In this
volume, leading international scholars assess the origins, legal
practices, victims, reach, and failures of Spanish inquisitors across
centuries and geographies. Grounded in recent scholarship and ar-
chival research, the chapters explore the Inquisition's medieval
precedents as well as its turbulent foundation and eradication. The
volume examines how inquisitors changed their targets over time, and how literal phys-
ical settings could affect their investigations and prosecutions. Contributors also
demonstrate how deeply Spanish inquisitors cared about social status and legal privi-
lege, and explore the scandals that could envelop inquisitors and their employees. In
doing so, this volume offers a nuanced, contextual understanding of the Spanish Inqui-
sition as a historical phenomenon.

o [Illustrates the geographical range of the Spanish Inquisition throughout the Spanish

Empire
o Presents the latest research findings about the Spanish Inquisition's priorities and
targets across the Spanish Empire
¢ Grounded in deep archival research from Europe and Latin America
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