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German Expressionism

Expressionism was ane of the faremes: medemis mavements te emergs in Surope in the early years of the Twentisi-
century. It had  profound sffect on the visual arts, as well as on music, dance, drama, literature, postry, and cinema. Rather
than depict physical reality, Expressionism developed a5 2 reaction against the prevailing interest in positivism, naturalism,
and impressionism, a5 artists who were heavily influsnced by the wark of Edvard Munch and Vincent Van Gogh sought to
esplore subjective content finging the visual means to fully evoke or express an emotion, Mood. or idea through their
artwork.

thearesical reside in Fridricn
(1881-1965) Abstrakeion und EinfThlung (Abstroction and Empothy, 1308). In

depicted with the help of symbolic color and lines in the belief chat both carry their awn innate expressive meaning and have

{1844-1500) philesopny and in Wilhelm Warringer's
i  emotions and

psychological and spiritual sffects—a strand of thinking pursued by Wassily Kandinsky {1866-1944) in his 1911 book
Concerning the Spiritual in Art (Gordon. 1987).

The term German Expressionism refers 1o an sspect of internstional mogernism that Sominstad the visus| arts and
arenitecture in that country toward the end of the Wilhelmine Empire throuzh the early years of the Weimar Republic (from

aparaximately 1906 o 1922). Artists associaved with the term used a multiplicity of antinaturalist sechniques t awack not anly
she conventions of ningseentn-cenzury academic 213 bur 2lse the canventions of 2 sociery they found resressi
and carrupe. Experimenting with emative caler, farm, and compesition, artists such as Wassily Kandinzky {fiz. 1) and Ernst
Ludwig Kirchner ifig. 2) were determined to an array of

. maerialisic,

utopian visions sy =

. sntis

establishment cultural and political ideologies such as theosophy, anarchism, and socialism.

The Tempest (Bride of the
Wind), painting by Gskar
Kokoschka

As sarly s 1911, critics in Germany had begun to use the term "expressionist” o
refer 1o contemporary works of European art that turned away from naturalism and
Impressionism. By 1912, the director of the Cologne Sonderbund exnibitian described
s survey of the mast 7 painting a5 and
emphasized the international number of artists from France, Austro-Hungary, Russia,
and Narway, in addition ta Germany, whe were simplifying and intensitying their
colors and forms. Amonyg the artists included in this exhibition ware Her

atisse of

the Parisian Fauves, Kirchnar and Erich Hecks! of the Dresden/Berlin Bricke (Bridge],
Kandinsky of the Munich Blous Rsiter {Blus Rider), and Cesar Klein of the Berlin Neue
Secession.

Praovincial artisss zuch 35 Carl Vinnen 2na the zeneral puslic rescted nezatively ta the
brignt colars, flsttened shapes, and distorted forms of Expressionism, continuing a
Iong-standing aspect of German thought in which internationalist influgnces were
seen as the direct cause of the decline of German art and cultre. Supportive critics.

Improvisation 30, oil on
canvas by Vassily Kandinsky

however, cited sarlier pracedents such as ofls by Grinewsld and Michelangelo in
addition t works by contemporary northern artists such as Edvard Munch to justify
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Improvisation 30, oil on canvas by Vassily Kandinsky
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